
Wet Tropics Management Authority  

Ground Floor Cairns Port Authority 

Cnr Grafton and Hartley Streets, Cairns 4870 

Ph: 4241 0500 Email: wettropics@wtma.qld.gov.au 

ABN: 50 264 108 752 

Page 1 of 2 

 
 

Wet Tropics Management Plan 1998 
Information Sheet No. 3 

 

Activities with Minor and Inconsequential Impact 
Permit Application and Assessment 
For general common sense reasons some activities regulated by the Wet Tropics Management Plan 
1998 (the Plan), which are considered to have ‘minor and inconsequential’ impacts upon the World 
Heritage Area, do not require a Wet Tropics permit under the Plan. 
 
What activities have only a minor and inconsequential impact? 
Activities which: 
• Only involve minor removal or pruning of vegetation; AND 
• Do not involve rare or threatened plants or the habitat of rare and threatened animals; AND 
• Only involve minor earthworks (insignificant potential for erosion);  

may be considered as having a minor and inconsequential impact on the Area. 
 
The following examples could reasonably be considered activities with minor and inconsequential 
impact: 
• clearing vegetation in the immediate vicinity of a residence; 
• maintaining a structure, garden or small clearing around a residence or an access to a residence; 
• maintaining a walking track, where the maintenance works only involve minor clearing or pruning of 

vegetation and/or only minor earth works, and no expansion of the ‘footprint’ of the track or the 
extent of the existing cleared area. 

 
Other common sense examples of activities with minor and inconsequential impact include: 

♦ driving a vehicle off a road to avoid an obstacle on the road; OR 

♦ bushwalking or camping in the Area1; 
 
Activities that would result in greater than minor and inconsequential impact. 
The following are examples of activities which would result in greater than minor and inconsequential 
impact: 

♦ clearing an area of forest for cattle grazing; 

♦ clearing forest for building a structure; 

♦ clearing or destroying rare native plants; 

♦ disposing of an undesirable plant in the area where the plant may spread through the area. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 A permit may be required from the Department of Natural Resources or Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service if the 
activity occurs on public lands within the Area. 
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If in doubt….. 
If you are unsure whether your activity will be considered as having ‘minor and inconsequential’ impacts 
upon the Area you should contact the Authority for clarification. 
 
For further information contact: 
 
Wet Tropics Management Authority 
15 Lake Street 
PO Box 2050 
CAIRNS QLD 4870 
 
Ph: (07) 4052 0555 
Fax: (07) 4031 1364 
Website: www.wettropics.gov.au 
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